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more complex as he grows older and reacts emotionally to count-
less situations.
Social Development
The Viennese psychologist KARL BUHLER found that very
young wailing infants can be quieted as well by contacts with a
hot water bottle or soft cushion as by the mother's caresses. Thus
early behavior appears mainly non-social. At about the third
month the baby becomes socialized, and thencefortlj definitely
responds to people.
CHARLOTTE BUHLER (Karl Biihler's wife), observed the ages
at which babies respond to other babies. She found this: At 4 or
5 months an infant notes and smiles at other infants; at 8 or 9
months offers a toy and pays attention to another child's cries.
At 9 or 10 months he imitates another's movements but objects
to giving up a toy to him.
She noticed also great variation in the social behavior of young
children. Some babies between 6 and 18 months appeared
"socially blind/3 paying little or no attention to other children.
Others were "socially dependent/' highly sensitive to the presence
of other children and affected by their behavior. Still others ap-
peared "socially independent," being aware of playmates and
often responding to them, but in no way dependent on them,
Mrs. Biihler believes that these personality differences are inde-
pendent of previous social experience, home conditions, or
nationality. Though unproved, the theory is supported by evi-
dence that a child's social behavior through several years re-
mains consistent.
Ruth W. Washburn and Arthur T. Jersild, two noted child
psychologists, working independently in their study of social re-
actions, found that followers, leaders, solitary, timid, impulsive,
or outgoing children tend to remain the same through the pre-
school or nursery school years.
Though social behavior can not be measured by definite cri-